Mature Students Assembly 2/12/08 Attendance

Kit Friend – Campaigns & Communications Officers

Lubaina Mirza – CCC - CSM

Paul Feld – ABC Dip Photograpy LCC  p_feld@hotmail.com

William Starritt - Diversity

Joy Godsell – BA Conversation Camberwell. Alllace48@yahoo.co.uk  

Issues arising:

· More common issues with other students than unique ones to Mature students.

· Mature students want to party too!

· LB - Clearer timetabling.

· PF 

- 
Lectures put on with half an hour notice.

· 100 students on a 60 capacity course

· Repetition of material to accommodate large numbers.

· Dean not taking issues seriously. Brought up with course reps, course directors etc. 

· Racist language of staff – has been taken seriously. Brought up by mature students.

· UAL as a “Media University” 

· Danger of reputation being tarnished soon. 

· Staff feel forced to take on extra numbers.

· So many people there are not enough chairs, forced to sit on the floor in an unheated studio basement.

· JG

· Course structure quite 3 days a week instead of 5 days.

· Issues with mature students being able to take advantage of self-directed studies.

· Course content exciting.

· Noise issues around sites.

· Largely COSH/Health and Safety led.

· Mature Students needing part-time accommodation to ease commuting. Relating to only a few days per week in course.

Setup online equivalent asap on the SU website.

· JG:

· Issues with students with “Mature” issues not necessarily within the 21+ bracket. Student carers etc.

· Issues with people identifying as “mature”, not wanting to be labelled. Comparison to “Disabled”. Inference of age/aging. Members make use of term “vintage”! 

· Alternatives: ‘adult learners’.

Contact NUS Mature students network. Get ideas/contacts.

· PF :

· Issues with proprietary websites/portals/boards being used by courses with poor functionality, maintenance etc.

· Patchiness of Blackboard applications. 

· PF:

· Feeling that this is not a university, “just a bunch of colleges that have been brought together to make money”. 

· Hub is inadequate as sole unifier.

· Ironic lack of technology despite this being one of our specialisms.

· Students being told to make use of facebook for discussions – not acceptable for many students – copyright etc.

· Students photos, e-mails and phone numbers published on website: www.pppweb.co.uk (young women’s details on the site etc).

Mature students picking up issues that younger members of the universities don’t. 
JG: Proposes date for next meeting.

Next meeting Thursday January 22nd @ LCC 6 til 8pm

